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Dear Families of Edmondson Heights: 
 
 Happy holidays!  This is a busy time of year that although fun, can also 
bring stress and fatigue.  Please take care of yourself and help us to take care of 
our students!  We will continue to implement the full curriculum at Edmondson 
Heights through Thursday, December 22 and so need our students well-rested 
and focused on learning.  Please do your best to put your youngsters to bed early 
and to support homework as we move through December.   
 December also brings the very beginning stages of our renovation pro-
ject which will bring air-conditioning to our entire school by the start of the year 
in 2017-2018.  Have you seen our construction notice sign posted in the 
schoolyard along Langford Rd?  Along with air-conditioning, all of the lighting 
in our school will be upgraded to LED lighting which is not only better for see-
ing but is also more economical.  As the project gets underway, almost no inter-
ruption to the school is anticipated.  Construction may begin, but will not take 
place while the building is occupied.  Work will only take place in the school 
after school hours.  We may see BGE working outside behind our boiler room 
during school hours to install a new generator to handle the electric load of the 
air-conditioning, but this will not affect our students or staff.  In the building, 
duct work and wiring work will begin in the near future, but at most, we will 
only notice a few ceiling tiles removed.  The bulk of the construction will take 
place as soon as school is out for the summer.  In fact, the Edmondson Heights 
school building will be completely closed from the end of June until at least Au-
gust 4.  Our office will be relocated to a nearby school and our phone lines will 
be rolled over to the new location.  Please plan for this inconvenience by mak-
ing sure that all residencies are verified (as needed) and that all registrations and 
withdrawals are completed before the last day of school.  Our summer school 
program will also be moved to a nearby school and busses will be provided to 
transport all students who sign-up.  As details about this are shared with me, I 
will continue to update you.  The construction will no doubt be a bit of an incon-
venience, but we are so very happy to know that our days of heat are nearly be-
hind us! 
 
I wish you the very best during the holidays!  
Please continue to reach out to me with any 
questions, concerns, or compliments you 
have to share.  The best way to reach me is 
by email at jmcdivitt@bcps.org.  Thank you! 
 
Sincerely, 
Julie McDivitt 
Principal   

Edmondson Heights  

Elementary Newsletter 

A Message from our Principal 
Important Dates 

 Dec 5: Flu Shots during school 

 Dec 6-22: EC, 1 and 4 Hearing/

Vision Tests during school 

 Dec 9: Early Dismissal  

 Dec 12: Grade 1 and 2 Back to 

School Night 

 Dec 15: Day time Concerts: 9:15-

10:15, 10:30-11:30 

 Dec 15: Talk about it Thursday 

Parent Workshop 12:45-2 

 Dec 15: Winter Concert 6 pm 

 Dec 22-Jan 1: Winter Holiday 

Break 
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Accessing Student Attendance Information in BCPS 
One 

 
Parents/guardians now have the ability to 
view daily attendance information for your 
student within BCPS One.  Please note that 
the attendance information you access in 
the Student Information module is for in-
formational purposes only; the main office 
should be contacted for copies of official 
school records.  The three numbered steps outline how to access your stu-

dent’s attendance information in BCPS One based on a sample student. 

 
 

1 

2 



Should you have any questions about your student’s attendance information, please 
contact his/her homeroom teacher. 

3 



It’s that time of year, the weather is turning colder, winter is upon us 
and stress of the season starts to build. Holiday time often brings fami-
lies joy and excitement but can also be stressful and trigger a mixed bag 

of feelings. What we know about stress is that we often pass it on from 
one person to another and I’m sure we all can think of times when stress 
causes us to do and say things we wish we hadn’t. At Edmonson 

Heights, our students are practicing ways to cope with their feelings us-
ing strategies from programs such as the Zones of Regulation and Re-
storative Practices. At our next Talk About It Thursday, (12/15 12:45-

2pm) we will be talking about ways we as adults taking care of children 
can take care of themselves and help children to manage their stress. 
Our staff spotlight will be Cheryl Bruns, our therapist from the Chil-

dren’s Guild who be joining us with some fun and helpful tips for man-
aging stress that can also build positive relationships with our kids. 
Come to talk, smile and learn with us. 

A Message from Mrs. Berman: School Social Worker 

KUDOS to ALL families who came to enjoy our “Family Library Night / Explore Woodlawn Library 
With Us” in November.  If you weren’t there…you missed an exciting evening! 

Throughout December, our learners will continue their quest in learning how to be independent and ef-
fective users of the library.  This month, our focus for primary grades will be on choosing “just right” books via 
“The Goldilocks” and “Five-Finger” rules.  Our intermediate grade level learners will continue lessons on be-
ing “Good Digital Citizens”.  They have transitioned from cyberbullying and appropriate online behavior to 
discovering how to avoid plagarism and copyright infringement by correctly citing sources.  All learners will 

access digital tools from Padlet to Kahoot! and other interactive tools found on Read, 
Write, Think and BrainPop. 
Our Library has “SNOW” many good books!  Please encourage our learners to check out a 
book for the upcoming winter holiday break.  There are winter, holiday, familiy, snow, 
wheather phenomenon, picture books, graphic novels, and MORE available for check-out. 
Sadly, there are STILL lots of outstanding fines and overdue books for our Ed Heights 
families.  Letters and invoices will be sent home before winter break.  Thank you, in ad-
vance, for helping our learners find their missing books and/or paying their fines by the 
time our fun and action starts again in 2017! 

Library News with Ms. McCall 

Here we are, Edmondson Heights – it’s almost concert time! Our Winter 
Program will feature some great budding talents in the 5th grade band and 
orchestra. Expect to hear classic tunes like “Hot Cross Buns” and “Mary 
Had a Little Lamb,” and be amazed at how much our young instrumental-
ists have learned in a short amount of time. The concert will also feature our 
Intermediate Chorus made up of 4th and 5th graders, our Primary Chorus 
made up of 2nd and 3rd graders, and our Dance Club. Our in-school show 
is at 9:15 am and 10:30 am on Thursday, December 15th and a community 
performance for families and friends is at 6pm the same evening. Prepare to 
be proud!  

Winter Concert News 



Ready At Five is a dynamic statewide organization that elevates the discussion, practice, and quality of 
early childhood education in Maryland. Their vision is that all children will have the foundation for success in 
school, career and life. 
  
Ready At Five, in par tnership with the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) Division of 
Early Childhood Development (DECD), and the Institute of Innovation and Implementation University of Mary-
land School of Social Work, has developed a Family Engagement in Early Childhood website for parents and 
families titled "Maryland Families Ready To Connect." This website offers information to parents and families 
about what family engagement is, how to practice it and the benefits of building a partnership with providers and 
schools to support young children's school readiness.  
 
Website topics include: 
 School readiness,  
 Supporting transitions, 
 Partnering with providers,  
 Families as leaders and advocates,  
 Choosing quality child care, and  
 Learning from 0-3.  
 
The Family Engagement in Early Childhood website is available in both English and Spanish. 
 
 
https://theinstitute.umaryland.edu/family-engagement/    (English) 
https://theinstitute.umaryland.edu/family-engagement/es/Â    (Spanish) 
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The Flu shot will be given December 5th with signed consents. Hearing and Vision begins on December 6th 
until December 22nd for PK-4, 1st Grades, 4th Grades and New students to EHES and referred students in 2nd, 
3rd, and 5th Grades. On January 3-10 Dental Sealant for grades 2nd and 3rd with signed consents  Although 
winter is not official here until December 21st, winter like weather is quickly approaching. Please Dress For 
Good Health. Thank you parents who have sent in a change of clothes for their child.  
 
Asthma Students: Remember to cover your mouth with a scarf to prevent trigging an asthma attack when 
walking to school, from school and during recess. your airway and lungs only like warmed air. 
Make sure you have asthma orders for 2016-2017 and asthma medication in the nurse’s suite.   
 You may call  for the order form to be set home  
 An upper grade student may pick up the form from the nurse’s suite  
 Order may be faxed to your Physician from the health suite , However:  

 You will need to supply the physician’s fax number 
 You will need to track the process: When was the form faxed,, Did my 

doctor receive the form? , How long will it take? , Was the form return 
to the nurse?  

Please remember to come to the health suite and sign the form giving the nurse 
permission to give the     medication.   

 
We would like to thank Nurse Willie for her service here at Edmondson Heights. She has done a great 

job helping our students with their health needs. We wish her all the best as she enjoys retirement. 
 

A Note from the Nurse 

Family Engagement in Early Childhood 
Website for Parents and Families  

https://email.bcps.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=zor1UZK-Iyx4UxmB8g7R46vfL0bTtaRRnRbAEcfa4v_D9drAafjTCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001EABOegHC5unF_ltzgn9sfoY9sI61CYLc2qgq8OqmKsh_NWR8FuasMjtKnV2aTdinnK9LzmTZXDe_S5guwd1QsMdUlAMyfC-ScjbtB3DYomOjRTxk6w7
https://email.bcps.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=Z3Ufhjod9v-gGtsEy2VZsphzrr2Gu6KZ4kABluZWOqXD9drAafjTCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001EABOegHC5unF_ltzgn9sfoY9sI61CYLc2qgq8OqmKsh_NWR8FuasMjtKnV2aTdinCi5j66VTnZ5zBz8XFpBZ5T4dmXMpwch8Cu_nkqP95ekkQgi3dFZ
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/
http://www.readyatfive.org/programs/md-families-ready-to-connect.html


Grade Level News! 
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 Early Childhood: As the winter months are approaching, we would like to remind you that we will continue to go out-
side for recess whenever appropriate. Please dress your child with warm coats, mittens, and hats. Labeling their belong-
ings with their name is also a huge help as belongings often get mixed up together. The benefits of outdoor recess are nu-
merous. These include cognitive growth, social-emotional development, and physical gains. Children who play outside are 
less fidgety and demonstrate more on-task behavior, demonstrate leadership skills, and are more active after school. Thank 
you for your continued support! 

 Kindergarten: We have embarked on a new math unit about patterns. Students are identifying attributes (size, color, 
shape, texture) of objects so that they will be able to identify, create, and extend repeating patterns. Kindergarteners are 
busy learning new sight words every week. We already added 15 sight words to our word wall! We will begin our journey 
into guided reading this month. In guided reading small groups, our students are learning to use decoding skills to read 
new words, use picture clues, identify sight words in the text, and discuss what they are reading. In the beginning of kin-
dergarten, most students are reading level pre-A or level A. By the end of kindergarten, we hope for all students to be 
reading on a level D or higher! We have lots of work to do and cannot wait to see our students’ reading growth! Please 
continue to read daily and complete your child’s reading log. 

 Grade 1:  First grade is hard at work! We started reading nonfiction texts to learn about animals. Students have been 
choosing animals to research to create fun products. Students are also working on writing about animals. In science, we 
have had so much fun! Students are learning about the moon, the sun, and the earth. We have looked at the moon and the 
sun during the day by going outside. Be sure to ask your child all about science! In math, we are working on more and 
more story problems! Soon students will be given addition and subtraction story problems. We are also very excited for 
our upcoming field trip to the Baltimore Museum of Industry! Ms. Powers and Ms. Plunkett’s class are going on Monday, 
December 19. Ms. Sollers and Ms. Moser are going on Tuesday, December 20. Be sure to turn in your permission slips as 
soon as you can! Thank you for all you do at home! 

 Grade 2: Second grade has had a busy November! We have finished unit 2 of reading which focused on non -fiction 
texts and text features. At the end of the unit we created a diagram for the lifecycle of an eagle! We have started unit 3 of 
reading which is about interacting with people, places, and things in our world. Please continue to read with your student 
at home! In math we have finished unit 2 which focused on 2-D and 3-D shapes. Unit 3 is all about story problems and 
place value. You can help your student at home by practicing adding three or more numbers in a row. Thank you for your 
support! 

 Grade 3:  Third grade was able to participate in a demonstration on how to help save the Chesapeake Bay!  They dis-
cussed harmful things that are affecting the bays ecosystem and how they as third graders can help it improve!  In Math 
students have been working on adding and subtracting three digit numbers.  Continue to have them practice word prob-
lems by using the story problem routine; visualize, retell, represent, solve and check/justify. In Language Arts we are 
working on writing fables that include lessons that a third grader could learn.  If you would like to further connect what 
we are doing in the classroom at home, talk to them about lessons they have learned at home/school.  Be on the lookout 
next month for information on our field trip to the Maryland Science Center.  

 Grade 4:  Fourth grade is excited to announce that we have welcomed Ms. Gaigler as our new fourth grade teacher! 
We are happy to have her here at Ed. Heights! 4th grade is about to end the Social Studies Unit and being experimenting 
in Science! Also, 4th grade has been working hard on learning different division strategies. We will be taking our Division 
Unit Test soon and transitioning into the Fractions Unit.  Please continue to practice your multiplication facts daily! In 
ELA, we are about to start Unit 3 where students will be learning how to make infographics.  

 Grade 5:  English/Language Arts: In the month of December 5th grade will be focusing on Transformative Ideas.  The 
essential questions that will be the focus of the unit are: How can passion and persistence help you achieve your goals?, 
How can you transform your ideas into actions?, How can people transform their world?  Non-Fiction literature will be 
the primary text of focus for the coming month.  It would be beneficial for students to be exposed to this type of literature 
at home as they continue to read independently and work toward their steps for the hundred book challenge.  Math: Ad-
vanced Math students are exploring expressions, equations and inequalities in the Algebra unit. Fifth grade math students 
are exploring multiplying whole number and decimal place value. Please help your child practice his or her multiplication 
facts each night. This is crucial for success. Flash cards, games, smartphone apps are great resources. Contact your child’s 
Math teacher if you need support or ideas. Science: We are finishing the Eco-trekkers unit, with most students making 
Eco-chambers that model a functional ecosystem. Students have enjoyed this unit and are excited about creating their pro-
jects! Social Studies and Health lessons may vary by class. Behavior and Work Habits: If you have not signed up for Class 
Dojo, it is a great way to stay in touch with the teachers and receive updates on your child’s behavior. Our goal is to al-
ways maintain positive relationships with students and parents and appreciate your support when we contact you about 
behavior concerns. In preparation for Sixth Grade we expect students to come to school each day with a positive attitude, 
ready to follow directions, show respect for themselves and others, and ready to learn. Thank you for your support! 

 
 



Kid Kudos 
 Nelson for trying really hard to stay on task and com-

plete his art project. 

 Mila for helping other students with their assignment in 
art. 

 Mr. Wrona’s class for being the best 5th grade class at 
the cup game in music. 

 Nasir put extra effort to focus on his art project and 
completed it. 

 Charles and Coby for apologizing to one another and 
accepting each others apologies. 

 Ms. Burns class for being the best class in library on 
November 2. 

 Coby and Charles for playing cards together so nicely 
with each other during arrival. 

 Coby for carrying another students device so they 
would be prepared for class.  

 Dylan for returning a lost computer and binder. 

 Nasir for seeking help when he needed it and talking 
with someone.  

 Christian for being focused and encouraging his peers 
focus. 

 CJ and George helped a younger student in need. 

 Nadir for making great choices and helping kindergar-
ten friends. 

 Mekhi for walking away from a situation that could 
have escalated. 

 George for helping preschool students unpack without 
being asked. 

 Camille for staying positive in difficult situations and 
always working hard. 

 La’Nayah for remaining focused and consistently being 
responsible. 

 Tavon for helping repair a damaged project. 

 Coby helped a younger student in the hallway. 

 Tamaya, Jennifer, La’Nayah, Camille, Noah, Jayden, 
Dante, Tavon, Ammaree, Ahmari, and Delphonso for 
being the only students focused in music and complet-
ing the lesson. 

 Dylan, Coby and Edgar for helping clean the café. 

 Jeremiah, Tala, Shaniya, Mila, Kahlyn, Maya and Eric 
for leading by example and contributing to a positive 
classroom. 

 George for sticking up for a younger student.  

 Hailey, Diamond, Noah, La’Nayah, Jennifer, Tavon, 
and Kahliyah for helping clean up the music room. 

 Tavon Jennifer, Camille, Diamond, Mariah, Jennifer, 
Rashawn, La’Nayah, Hailey, and Kaliyah for demon-
strating excellent understanding of responsibility dur-
ing clean-up in art.. 

 Ryan for being flexible during partner work. 

 Kailyn Rooks for being kind and being a good friend. 

 Nelson for cleaning up the library after specials.  

 Kaitlyn for sharing her pencil with her friend. 

 Kyle for noticing his friends kindness and wanting a 
good note for home. 

 Ryan for helping her friend with her work. 

 Ms. Lape’s class for focusing, participating, and learn-
ing together during social studies today. 

 Rodney and Kendall for contributing to creating a 
peaceful environment in the art room. 

 Eric for helping clean up the library for an upset stu-
dent. 

 Denisse and Serick for being a leader in the art room. 

 James McKinney for embracing challenges in math. 

 Yael and Addison for straying after class to help clean 
up the art room. 

 Oserere for helping to tie the shoes of six other stu-
dents. 

 Mahi gave her friend her pencil sharpener to use. 

 Mrs. Powers class for staying calm in  a stressful situa-
tion.  

 Yael and Alysia who stayed after class to help clean up 
brushes in art.  

 Domi’Nique for ignoring a classmate who was bother-
ing her.  



Enter to win a chance to have lunch with Ms. McDivitt! 
Here’s your chance! Enter your child’s name and parent/guardian signature confirming the receipt of the school newslet-
ter. Tear off the bottom signed portion from the newsletter, keep the newsletter, and send in the signed slip. Each signed 
slip that is handed in will be entered into a drawing. At the end of the month 5 names will be selected to have lunch with 
Ms. McDivitt! That’s right! So fill this out, tear it off and send it in! 

 

 

Child’s Name:_______________________________________ Grade:____________ Teacher:______________________ 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Code of Conduct 

We are learners. 

Learners embrace challenges. Challenges make my brain 

grow new connections. 

Making connections with one another creates a strong class 

community. I believe in me and I believe in you. 

Find us on 

Facebook 

and Twitter! 

We will be the change we wish to see!!! 

Edmondson Heights Elementary School  

1600 Langford Rd 

Baltimore, MD 21207 

Phone: 410-887-1069 

Fax: 410-869-0240 

Website: http://edmondsonheightses.bcps.org/ 
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Tech Talk 
As a Lighthouse School for several years now, Edmondson 
Heights’ students and teachers alike use our devices with ease as 
a daily tool for teaching and learning. However, the S.T.A.T. 
program has never been solely about the device, but instead 
about transforming the way we teach and how our students learn. The goal is, 
and has always been, to make learning more accessible to students. Students 
have more choice than ever in how they access information in addition to how 

they demonstrate their learning. S.T.A.T. is about preparing our students for the 
future, and providing opportunities for them to become master problem-solvers, 
creators and collaborators.  
S.T.A.T. is thriving here at Edmondson Heights! Students are proficient at us-
ing tools such as Power Point, Wixie, Discovery Education Board Builder and 
Microsoft Office Mix to gain information, problem solve, design and create. 
They collaborate through sites such as Answer Garden, Padlet, Lino-It and Dot-
storming. They practice and hone their skills on DreamBox and iReady and test 
their knowledge on Kahoot. While some believed the implementation of the 
devices and the use of online websites would result in student isolation and less 
collaboration, just the opposite has actually happened! Students are engaged, 
motivated and excited to share, communicate and explore deeper. They create 
and produce unique work that often surpasses the expectations of the classroom 
teachers and are eager to share their ideas with others. Ask them about it! 

@EDHeightsES 

ATTENTION: Do you have old, empty inkjet and toner  car tr idges from you pr inter  or  copier? 
Bring them to school for recycling! We will be collecting cartridges for recycling to help save the 
environment!  As an added bonus, money will be donated back to the school from collected cartridg-
es. It’s not much, but every little bit counts. Please contact the front office for details or send your 
recycled cartridges to Ms. Walter in room 101 at school. Thank you for your help and support! 




